
Anaesthetic Gases and the rest

• Nitrous oxide project | Association of Anaesthetists

• Joint statement on NHSE’s plan to decommission 
desflurane by early 2024 | Association of 
Anaesthetists

https://anaesthetists.org/Home/Resources-publications/Environment/Nitrous-oxide-project
https://anaesthetists.org/Home/News-opinion/News/Joint-statement-on-NHSEs-plan-to-decommission-desflurane-by-early-2024
https://anaesthetists.org/Home/News-opinion/News/Joint-statement-on-NHSEs-plan-to-decommission-desflurane-by-early-2024


Embedding sustainability into every clinical and managerial decision

Green Surgery Report
Green Surgery – UK Health Alliance on Climate 

Change

Intercollegiate Green Theatre Checklist
green-theatre-compendium-of-evidence-rcsed.pdf

https://ukhealthalliance.org/sustainable-healthcare/green-surgery-report/
https://ukhealthalliance.org/sustainable-healthcare/green-surgery-report/
https://www.rcsed.ac.uk/media/1332830/green-theatre-compendium-of-evidence-rcsed.pdf
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Technical update: Anaesthetic nitrous oxide system loss mitigation and 

management (scot.nhs.uk)

https://www.publications.scot.nhs.uk/files/anaesthetic-nitrous-oxide-system-loss.pdf
https://www.publications.scot.nhs.uk/files/anaesthetic-nitrous-oxide-system-loss.pdf


Guidance



Position Statement

• That nitrous oxide should no longer be considered 
an essential drug in modern anaesthetic practice, 
and that continuous supply of nitrous oxide to 
theatre suites via a pipelined supply is no longer 
essential. We recommend that trusts decommission 
their nitrous oxide manifolds as soon as possible, 
switching to point-of-use cylinders where individual 
trusts feel that access to nitrous oxide for occasional 
use remains desirable. We would recommend that 
this transition is completed by the end of the 
2026/27 financial year.



Rubbing not Scrubbing

Gloves-are-off

Waste segregation

Surgical Tray Leaning



7 Bar Air
HVAC/AGSS Automation (HTM03-01)

Rationalise patient warming devices

Surgical Fluid Suction direct to sewerage

Maybe:

AGSS switch off



Plastics





Back to the Future

• Refuse – “Gloves are Off”

• Alternatives to single use plastics

• Re-manufacturing of instruments

• Reusable textiles



Modelling of hospital wastewater pollution by
pharmaceuticals: first results of Mediflux study

carried out in three French hospitals
J.-U. Mullot, S. Karolak, A. Fontova and Y. Lev i

Drugs 



Innovation

Purewater  Intl

Novus Designs / IF

Tiny Air

Revolution Zero



Success to Date



Mòran taing  Thank you
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